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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 


OF  THE 

ASHBOURNE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gexti.emex. 


As  ^Melical  Officer  for  yonr  District,  1 have  tlie 
honour  to  present  to  you  iny  Report  for  the  year  ending 
Deceniher  31st,  1907,  on  tlie  Health  and  Sanitation  of  tiie 
District,  together  tvith  a Statement  of  the  Vital  Statistics 
for  the  year. 

Area,  &c. 

The  Area  of  the  District  is  69,674  acres,  tltis  being 
divided  into  43  parishes,  and  containing  apjiroximatel v 
2317  houses.  The  Northern  portion  of  the  District  lies  on 
the  Mountain  Limestone  ; the  Middle  })ortion  on  Millstone 
Grit  and  Shale  : the  Southern  portion  on  Ilunster  Sand- 
stone, Kenper  Sandstone  ami  Kenper  Marl. 

V iih  the  exception  of  Stone-qnarryiiig  and  Brick- 
making in  the  Northern  portion  of  the  District,  the 
population  is  almost  entirely  engaged  in  Ftirming,  more 
especially  Dairy  Farming. 
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Meteorological  Conditions.  These  were  favour- 
able for  the  health  of  the  District. 

Vital  Statistics. 

The  Population  of  the  District  at  the  Census  1901 
was  10,440,  or  192  below  that  of  the  preceding  Census. 
It  has  been  intimateil  that  the  population  to  the  middle 
of  the  year  1907  is  10,623.  The  natural  increase  of  the 
population  (i.e.  excess  of  birlhs  over  deaths,  registered 
in  the  District  for  the  year  ending  June,  1907)  is  135. 
This  number  is  IfS  higher  than  the  preceding  year  ending 
June,  1906.  Allowance  has  been  made  for  the  immigration 
to  the  large  towns  from  the  Rural  District,  according  to 
the  last  Census. 

Births.  There  were  248  Births  registered  during 
the  year,  120  males  and  128  females,  equal  to  an  annual 
Birth-rate  of  23'3  per  1000  of  the  population,  as  compared 
with  225  Birlhs,  equal  to  a Birth-rate  of  21'3  for  the  year 
1906.  The  Birth-rate  is  below  the  average  for  the  past 
10  years,  ending  1897—1906  which  is  25'4. 

Xo  Births  have  been  registered  from  the  Parishes 
of  Alkmonton,  Hulland  Ward  Intakes,  Lea  Hall  and 
Mereaston. 

Deaths.  There  were  113  deaths  registered  during 
the  year  : 61  males  and  52  females.  This  is  an  increase 
of  5 from  the  preceding  year,  1906.  The  Death-rate  is 
10-6,  as  compared  with  10-2  for  the  year  1906,  and  13'1 
for  the  last  10  years,  1897-1906. 
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No  Deaths  have  been  registered  from  the  Parishes  of 
Alkmonton,  Atlo'w,  Hungry  Bentley,  Biggin,  Bradley, 
Hnlland  Ward  Intakes,  Kniveton,  Lea  Hall,  Mercastoii, 
Newton  Grange,  and  Osmaston. 

Infantile  Mortality.  The  total  number  of  Deaths 
under  1 year  of  age  was  17,  equal  to  a Death-rate  of  60‘8 
jier  1000  Births  registered,  as  compared  with  6 Deaths  in 
1906,  and  22  Deaths  in  1905,  and  an  average  of  88'2  for 
the  last  10  years  ending  1897-1906. 


The  causes  of  Death  were  : 

Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus  ...  2 

Convulsions  ...  ...  ...  5 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous)  ...  2 

Premature  Birth  ...  ...  ...  6 

Other  Ca  uses  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Infectious  Diseases.  The  mortality  for  1907  was  2, 
against  2 for  the  year  1906.  One  death  from  Whooping 
Cough,  and  1 Death  from  Diphtheria. 

No  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  from  Small  Pox, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Measles,  Membraneous  Croup,  Erysipelas, 
Diarrhoea,  Enteric  or  other  continued  Fever. 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis).  Thero  were  7 
Deaths  due  to  Phthisis,  equal  to  a Death-rate  of  "6  per 
1000  of  the  population.  An  increase  of  1 Death  as  com- 
pared with  the  year  1906. 
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Other  Tubercular  Disease.  There  were  3 (all  in 
adults  between  the  age  of  lo  and  65  years).  This  number 
is  2 less  than  1906,  and  is  equal  to  a Death-rate  of  '2. 

Eespiratory  Diseases  (wicduding  Phthisis).  There 
were  17  Deaths.  An  increase  of  6 as  compared  with  the 
year  1906  : 6 from  Bronchitis  ; 10  from  Pneumonia,  and 
1 from  Pleurisy  ; equal  to  an  annual  Death-rate  of  1’6  per 
1000  of  the  poptilalion,  against  P3  in  1906. 

Heart  Disease.  12  Deaths  were  registered  during- 
the  year  1907  : 6 less  than  in  the  year  1906,  and  equal  to 
a Death-rate  per  1000  of  the  population  of  11,  as  compared 
with  1‘7  for  1906. 

Can'Cer.  During  the  year  1907,  4 Deat»hs  occurred 
from  this  disease,  equal  to  a Death-rate  of  ‘3.  This  is  a 
decrease  of  5 deaths,  as  compared  with  1906,  and  a Death- 
rate  of  ’8. 


Birth  and  Death-Rate  of  the  Six  largest  Parishes 
in  the  District  (parishes  with  a population  exceeding  500) . 


Birth 

-RATE. 

Death 

-RATE. 

,■ 

1906. 

1907. 

1906. 

1907. 

iMiddleton-by-W  irks  worth 

25-9 

23-7 

11-9 

10-7 

Hartiugtou  (both  quarters) 

17-6 

25-8 

12-7 

10-5 

Brailsford 

7-1 

28-4 

5-7 

8'o 

Brassington 

31-1 

26T 

7-2 

5-8 

Clifton 

13-4 

21-1 

2T1 

17-3 

Parwich  ... 

28-9 

26-1 

5-7 

0*6 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  the 
year  1907. 

There  lias  been  30  cases  ; a decrease  of  o,  as  compared 
to  the  year  1906. 

Scarlet  Fevkr. 

Ill  Fehruarv,  2 cases  (in  one  family),  were  notifieil 
from  Hartingtoa  Nether  Quarter. 

In  September,  3 cases  (in  one  family),  from  Middle- 
ton-hy-Wirksworlh. 

In  December,  1 case  from  Middleton-hy-Wirksworth. 

6 cases  ; a decrease  of  5 from  the  previous  year,  1906,  and 
equivalent  to  a case-rate  of  '5  per  1000  of  the  population, 
as  compared  with  DO  in  1906,  and  o'O  in  1905. 

All  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type. 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup.  There  ivas 
a fatal  case  of  Diphtheria  at  Longford  in  a hoy  aged  7 
years.  16  cases  were  notified  daring  the  year  (6  of  these 
as  Membranous  Croup)  as  compared  with  8 cases  in  1906. 
6 cases  of  Membranous  Croup  in  children  occurred  in 
January,  at  Parwich,  in  three  adjacent  cottages.  One  case 
of  Diphtheria  in  May,  at  Kirk  Ireton  ; 5 cases  from 
Longford,  in  October  (4  of  these  in  one  family)  ; one  in 
.September  from  Rrailsford  ; one  from  Alsop  in  October  ; 
and  in  November  from  Mappleton.  Antitoxin  was  used  in 
the  above  cases. 


Ertsitelas . 4 cases  were  notified,  a decrease  of  9 

from  the  year  1906. 

Puerperal  Fever.  3 cases  iiotifieil  : 2 from 

Brassington  (in  March  and  December)  ; and  1 from 
Ilognaston  in  May. 


Enteric  Fever.  1 from  Clifton  notified  in  July 
(of  a mild  type). 

Non-Notifiable  Diseases. 

4V  HOOPING  Cough.  This  has  been  very  ])revalent  in 
the  District  during  the  v'hole  of  the  jmar,  one  fatal  case 
occurred  in  a child  aged  3 years,  at  Clifton,  in  March. 

Mumps  and  Chicken  Pox  not  very  prevalent  during 
the  year. 

Closure  of  Schools  : 

In  January,  at  Yeaveley,  for  Whooping  Cough,  for 
3 weeks. 

In  March,  at  Mappleton,  for  Influenza,  for  2 weeks. 

In  April,  at  Shirley,  for  Chicken  Pox,  for  2 weeks. 

In  May,  at  Tissington,  for  Whooping  Cough  and 
Mumps,  for  2 weeks. 

In  August,  at  Parwich,  for  Whooping  Cough,  for  2 
weeks. 

In  August,  at  Bradley,  for  Whooping  Cough  for  2 
weeks . 

In  September,  at  Carsington,  for  Whooping  Cough, 
for  a mouth. 
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In  November,  at  Atlo^  and  Ilartington  Nether 
Quarter,  for  Whooping  Cough,  for  a month. 

Sanitary  Work. 

The  Sanitary  In-;pector  and  myself  have  made  regular 
visits  diirine:  the  vear  throiialiout  the  District.  Dwellino- 
Houses  and  Schools,  in  which  infectious  diseases  have 
arisen,  were  disinfecteil,  and  where  practicable,  also  the 
bedding  and  furniture. 

In  July  I attended  the  Police  Court,  at  Wirksworth, 
ami  testified  to  the  unsaniiary  condiiion  of  a Farm  House 
at  Hulland  Ward  : an  order  was  obtained  for  this  to  be 
remedied  : this  work  has  been  done. 

In  October  it  was  necessary  to  visit  Longford,  and  to 
give  directions  for  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of 
Pnpton  Cottage,  which  has  been  completed. 

Water  Supply, 

Kirk  Iretok.  The  new  Water  Works  for  this 
village  are  completed,  and  several  connections  have  been 
made  to  the  dwelling  houses. 

The  Reservoir  at  BiGdiy,  (Hartington  Nether 
Qcarteii)  has  been  cleaned  out.  and  the  whole  re-con- 
structed.  It  is  now  in  a satisfactory  sanitary  condition. 

Seweragfe. 

Sir  Hugo  M.  Fitz-Herbert,  Baronet,  having  sub- 
mitted plans  to  the  Council  of  a scheme  of  Sewage  Disposal 
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for  the  village  of  Tissington  ; the  Council  approved  of  tlie 
scheme,  and  decideil  to  lay  a new  sewer  for  the  village,  and 
to  utilize  the  old  sewer  as  a stirface  water  drain  ; the  whole 
work  has  heen  completed  in  a satisfactory  matiner.  I was 
conducted  over  the  new  works  by  the  Engineer  in  charge, 
prior  to  their  being  pnt  in  nse. 

New  lengths  of  Sewers  have  lieen  laid  at  Clifton, 
apple  ton  and  Parwich. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  ITartington  Town 
Quarter  appear  to  be  working  satisfactorily. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Dairies 
and  Cowsheds  in  the  District  during  the  past  year;  periodical 
inspections  have  been  made,  and  all  defects  fonnd  have 
been  dealt  with. 

74  Persotis  were  registered  under  the  order  during 
1907. 

Examination  of  Bacilli. 

Specimens  on  Swabs  from  cases  of  suspected  Diphtheria 
have  regularly  been  sent  to  the  University  at  Birmingham, 
for  examination. 


Bake  Houses. 

Numerons  inspections  have  been  made  during  the 
year,  and  with  one  exception,  these  places  were  fonnd  in  a 
clean  and  satisfactory  condition. 
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Slaughter  Houses. 

Inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Home  Work,  Common  Lodging’  Houses, 
and  Canals. 

None  in  tlie  District. 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

When  inspected,  these  were  found  in  a satisfactory 
sanitary  condition. 

No  complaint  of  over  crowding  has  been  reporteii  to 

me. 

Sug’g’estions. 

1.  An  Isolation  Hospital  for  Infections  Diseases. 

2.  The  abolition  of  Privy  Middens. 

3.  Scavenging  the  Villages. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  truly, 

JOHN  HOOLE. 


Febn/tiry,  1908. 


Medical  Officer 
OF  Health. 


